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COUNT ONE FEB 04 EmL'

(Narcobics TfEEETEETE% Conspiracy)

The Grand Jury chazges:

BACESROETMI

1. In =r abeukb Jasuary 2011, ROSE WILLIEM ULERITHT, afkia
“Oread Pirate Roberts,* afkfsa “DPE,™ ask/a "2ile Road,” the
defencant, created an underground website kpown ag YHlilk Read,”
designed -2 enable dsers across the world o ouy and sell
1llegael drugs and aother illizitc goods and services anenymously
aind outside the reach of law enforcement,

Z. Fraom 1n our about Jamiary 2011 through in or about
Ootober D013, wien the 511k Read weboite was shub down by law
enforcemant. authoritises, I0SS5 WILLIAM DLBRICHT, afkfa "Dread
Firate Eabertes, * a/kK a "DPR," afksfa "Silk Road, ” the detaspdant,
owhaed atd operatod Silk Road. Couring thak cime, 211k Road

eneryged as Lhe nost socphisticated and extensive ocriminagl




marketplace oo the Internat. The website was uzed by several
thousand crug cealers and <othner unlawful vendors to diacribute
hundreds of kilograms pf illegal druge and octher illisit goods
and gervices o well over a hucdred thousand buyera werldwide,
and to lTanader hundreds of mill-ons o dollars derivarg Eroun
these unlawful transactisrs.

i BosS WILLLAM LNERI1SHT, afk s "Dread Pirate Roberts, ™
a‘k/a "DPR,* askfa "S-1lk PFoad,” thc defendant, contrelled all
aspects of 521k Road, with the agsistance of various paad
enplayvecs whom he nanaged and supervised,  Through his ownership
and cperalion ol i1k Road, ULERICHT reaped commisaiona worth
tens of millicens of dollars, generared from che il1ltigit sales
condusted through the aitce.

4, In seeking to protect his criminRl enterpri=ze and Lhe
illegal proceeds it genarakted, ROSS WILLIARM JLERITHT, askfa
"Cread Pirale Rolberls, ™ afksa “DPE,™ afk/a "3ilk Road, " the
defandant, purzued violent meana, inglading solicaiking bhe
nurder for hore of severml -ndividuals e belaicved posed a
Ehreast to chabt enterpr-ose.

SETATLTOEY MALLEGHTTINGS

5. From in or about Jatuary 2011, up vz and including in
or anoub Dotober 13, in the Zovtbhern Distrist aof Kew york and
slgewnsre, ROSS WILLIAM DLERICHT, a‘kfa "Cread P.rate Rcherts,®

a‘k/sa "DPFE, "™ aj/ksa "S11k BEoad, ™ the defendsob, and others koowrs



and unknovn, intentionally and knowingly did combins, oonspire,
confederacte, and agree cogether and with each other Lo violale
the narcobicss laws of the United States,

k. It wazs a part and an objsct of the conspiracy thac
RS2 WILLIAM ULBEICHT, afksa “Dread Pirake Roberts,” askKrsia
"LPR," ajfk/a "3ilk Fcad,” the defiendznt. and gthers known and
voktowr, wouZd arnd did discribute and possess with the inkent to
digstribucte contrellsd substances, in vielation o2 Title Z1,
United States T—de, Section B41ial {1} .

7. It was further a part and an sbject of the conspiraoy
Lhat EDS5 WILLIAM ULBRICHT, afk/a "Diead Pirate Roberts," ask/a
“LPE," ajkfa “Zilk Ecad.t the defendarnt, arnd othera koswn and
urknown, would and 4id deliver, distribuke, and discpenss
controlled substances kv means of the intcernet, In a nannogr not
suthovized by law, and aid and abst such agtivity, in viclation
<l Title 21, Unilbed States Code, Secbion 841 k).

a. It was further a parc and an chkject of the conspiracy
Lrat RI5Z WILLITaM ULBRICHT, a/kfa “Dread Pirate Roperts," a‘kfas
“OPE, " afkrfa "2ilk koad, " the Asfendant, would and did zaowingly
and -ntentionally wae a cammunication faciliby in comwitting and
in ca:zging and Zacilitzting the commission of ackts conscituting
a felony under Title 21, United States Code, Sectrons 41, 8443,
52, 9:d, and %cl}, in vialatian € Title 21, United States Code,

SECEicn 43 (b)) .

L



3. The cootrelled subskznces Ehat BOSS WILLIAM ULERICHT,
ask/a *Dread Pirate Boherts." afkifa "DIR," afkfa *S5ilx Road,”
Lre deleadant, oonepired £ digbribute and posgess with the
incent to distvibute included, ameng others, 1 kilogram and more
ot mixtures and substances oottaining a dekestable amcudnt of
heroin, 5 kilograms and more oF mixbures and subscances
containing a deteccable amount of ozceine, 10 grams and more of
mixtures atd substances cortalning a detectanle amcunt of
lyzergic acid diethylamide (LSE), and 5371 grams and more of
mixtures and substances zontaining a detectable amount of
mechamphetamine, its salts, izamers, and salts of ibs isomers,
it wviclation of Title 21, United sStates Code, Sactions 410,
A4i(artl), and 94140} (1) (A,

Overt ACEs

10, In furtherance of the congpirazy and to gffect the
illegal chjectz tharent, the f2llowing overt acts, amonga others,
were commi-ted it the BFaathern Listrist of MNew York and
elsewhere:

a. In or about Janaary 2311, ROSS WILLIAM ULERICHT,
a/kfa "Cread Firarte Rcherts,” ask/a “DPE." a/krsa "Silk Road,”
the detfendant, created the Bilk Foad website, providing a
vlacform for driag dealers around the wor’d to sell a wods

varicty ot contrelled substances via khe [nke-net.



E. o ar o alhaut March 2%, &0li, ROZS WILLIAM
ULERITHT. a‘skia *Dread Pirate Raberts,.” ask/ s "NER, " arkfa "3Silk
BEoad, ™ the defendank, in oconnecbion with operating the ilk Road
wabhsite, =moligited a Silk RBoad user to sxacute a murder-far-hilre
cf another =2ils Ecad user, who was threatening Lo velesas the
idanrities of rthkouzands of uaers of the site.

. On or aboub Cctober 1, 2613, ROSS WILLIAM
UTHRTICET, a/k% a "Nread Pirate Roberts.* asksa “DPE,* a’ksa *311k
Bcad, " the defendant, logged <n as a fite administrstor ko the
webh gerver honsting -—he Silk Kaad wehesita.

[Tita 21, United Statbes Code, decbicon 5495

COUNT TWD
[Tonbiniing Triminal Enterprise)

The Grand Jury further charges:

11. Thes allegaticns contained irn paragraphe 1 Ehrough 4 of
chiiz Indictment are repeated and realleged ax if [olly ser forth
herein.

12, Fronm ic ar about January 2011, up to and incliuding ino
or about Gotoher 2013, in the Southern Dictbriebt of Hew York and
elsewhera, ROGF WILLIAM ULBRICHT, aqksa *Oread Pirate Rooerts, ™
askfa "I3PE," afki/a "Hilk Rcad." the defendant, engaged in a
cantimiing criminal cnferprises, in that he knowingly and
intenlionally violated Title 21, Dnized States CTode, Secticons
841, 243 an:d Ade, which violations were part of a continaing

series of wviclatisre of the Controlled Subskances Ack, Tikle Z1,

=)



United Etates Uooe, Seciion 201, eb =eq., undertaken by
NLRRTOHT, inm ooncers with ab leasl [ive ofher perscns with
respect ba whom ULERICHT occupled a paosition of osganirer, a
gupervizory position, and a position of panagement, and from
wkzroh =zuch centinuing seriey of viclaciong WTLEHICHT ohrtained
aubstantial income and sssources,

iTirle z1, Unired Staren Coce, Ssckion 548(a) )

COUNT THREE
iComputer Hacking Conzpiracyl

The Srand Jury further charges:

13. The allegaticons contained in paragraphs 1 bhrough 4 cf
thiz Indictmen: are repeafed anc realleged as if fully set forth
hexrein.

14. In additicn to providing a platfcrm for the purchase
and sale of jllecal narcotice, tke Silk Read wehsite al=c
provided o platform for Lo purckass and sale cf nalicoous
acftware designed for compukber hacking, sunh as paszword
stealers, keylaggers, and romote access tocls,. While in
operabion, Lie Silk BEoad websice regqularly <ffered hundoeds of
listings for such produces.

STATOTORY ALLEGATIONS

145, From in or aboub Janaary 2311, up o and inelodirg in
oy aboub Ocboliexr 2013, in the fovkhern Diatrict of Mew York and
a2lsewner=, RAOSS WILLIAM ULBERICHT. a/kfa "Dread Pirate Eoberts,®

a‘ksa "DPFE," a/k/a "511k Eoad,~ the Jdefendant, and otlhers kKnown



and urknown, inotenticonally and knowingly did comhine, ommspirve,
confedrracs, and agree together and with each cther Lo Zommit
computer pack:ng -n wiolation <E Tiele 18, Tmited S5tares Code,
Secbion Zo2040al (20 .

1€ . lt wa= & part and an cbject oF the tonspiracy thatc
B0 WILLLAM UDLGRICHT, alks/z "Dread Parate Ecberes," afkisia
“OPE, " aik/a *211k Rcad," che defendart, arnd others known and
urknown, would and did intentionally access compu-ers without
authorizaticn, and therebdy would and dad oblain informaticn from
protected computers, for purposes of commercial advartfage and
privakte financial gain, and fo furthecancs of crimina. and
Expblovs acks it violacion of the CTcnstictution and the laws ot
tlie Umiced states, 1a viclakcisn of Tivrle 18, United Stakes Code,
Baction 10301a) (2] .

tTtle B, United States Code, DBection L0230in) o)

COUNT FOUR
Motey Laundering Conspiracy)

The Grand Jury further charces:

17. The allegatiocns oontained in paragraphs | through 4
and paragraph 14 of thi= Indictmenk are repeated and realleged
az iZ fullily set farth hearein.

1d4.  ROEE WITL.IAM TLBRICHT, afk/a "Dresd Pirate Rohercs,”
askfa “DPR," askfa "H5ilk Roed," the defendant, designed £ilk
Eodd £ include a Bobooin-based payment. system that servad bo

Farl:fare tha 1llagal commarce conducted o bthe zite, includzng



by concealing the identibies ard lecaricng aof the users
transmitting and receiwving funds through Lthe site,
STATUTORY ATLECATIONS

1%. From in or abodb January 2021, up £ and includoing in
or abouk Scbokor 2013, ia che Southern Digtrict ob Mew York and
eluewhere, ROSS5 WILLIAM ULBREICHT, askfa "Cread Pirate Rokerts,”
a‘kfa "DPR," afk/a “Si1lk Road,* the defendant, and others known
and anknowrn, iotentionally and knowingly did sombine, oonsplre,
contedera-e. and agree eosgether and with each other to SCHRit
money Laundering, in violation <f Title 1B, United Startes Code,
Bentinrs 14958 7a) ) (RA) (1) and 135&5[a: (1) [B)I1i] .

2n. Tt wa=s a part and an cbhbject wf the congpiracy thaz
RCS5 WILLIAM U_BRICHT, afkfsa "Dread Pirate Roperts, ™ ark’a
"FR," a/kfa "Filk Road,” the defendant, and others known and
tnknowr., in cffenszes involving and affecting intersktate and
fareign comrerce, knowing thab che propercty inowvolwved in certalin
financial eransacticns represented prosesds of some form of
unlawful aztiwvikty, would and did concuct and atrtempt Lo conduck
such Financial transactions, which irn fact involvwed the proceeds
of specified unlawful asctivity, bo wit, narestics traffickong
aod comnputer backiog, 1o violation £ Ticle Z1, Tnited States
Txde, Zooticon 545, and Title 12, Dnikced Ecates Oods, Baction

1020, respeclively, wilh Llke iotent o provcte the carrving on



nf auch spscifisd unlawful accivity, in violaticon of Title L3,
United states Code, Seckion 1S56ial (1) (A (4.

2l., It was further s part and an object of the conspiracy
that HOSY WI11LL,TAM LERICHT, afk/a “Dread Pirate Roberta." afkfa
“OFR, " a/-/3a "2ilk Rozd." tche defendank. and cocthers known and
urknown, Ln offenses involving and affecting interstate and
Foraign commerce, knowing chat che property invalved in certain
Einancial Etransactions represented proceeds of zote form of
uriawful actiwvify, would and did cenduct and attempt bo conducl
such financial transactions, which in fact -—nvolved the procescs
2f zoecified unlawful activity, ko wii, narcotbics trafficking
and compuzer hacking, in wiolatien of Ticle 21, United SHCatas
ccde, Section &44, and Tibtle 12, Unived States code, Zecticn
1030, respectively, Knowing that the transacticnse were designed
in whole and in part to conceal and disguize the nature, the
locatrion, the souree, the ownersk-p, =od Lhe ccntrol of che
procesds of speacified vnlawful activity, in viclaticn of Tirle
15, Ooirled SLates Tode, Section 19550a)0 1) (04,

(ToEle _38, United States CTode, Section 12s6{h] )
FORFEITURE ALLEGRTIOHES

22, A= a raesult of cornctling Lke coclrolled zscbhstance
sffenses alleged in Tounts 2ne and Two of this Indictment, ROSES
WILLIAM ULBRIZHT, s/kfa *Dread Pirace Roberts,* a‘kfa "DPR,"

as‘k;ma "5i1k Eoad," the defendant, shall forfeis tao thes Inited



dtatan, pursuant to Title 21, Onited EBeates Jode, Section BE3,
any oroperty constitubing, or derived from, any proceeds the
defendant obraired, directly or indireckly, ag a reswltc of rhe
cffease and any property wsed, or intended to ke uvaed, in any
manner or part, bto commit, or to facilitate the carmissizn of,
Ehe offenses.

23. A 4 result of committing the oompubter hack-ong fierge
alleged in Count Three of thisz Indictmenk, ROES WILLIAM
ULERICHT, a7k /a *fOread Pirate Hoberrbs,* ask/a "DPR," a’ksia "51ilk
Foad,* the defoodantz, shall forfeit Eo the Unikted Skatos,
purzuact t= T:ele 18, Uniced Scates Code, Sechion $82i(a) (20 (B),
any property constibot-ng, or derived from, progeeds chtained
directly or indirectly az a result of che nffenss,

24. as a result of commicting the money laandering offense
alleqed in Count poar of chis Indictmene, ROSS WILLIAM ULBRICZHT,
a/k/a "Dread PFirate Rcberts,* alk/a "DPR.Y a/kfa "8ilk Road,"
the dafendant. shall forfeir to the Urniced Seates, pursdatit £o
Tit.= 1%, United SBtates Cods, Sectisn HAz2(a) (11, any property,
real or personal, involved in the ofEense, or any propercty

trzcaeable o suck property.

140



25.

Substitute Asset Provision

If any of the above-described forfeitable property, as

a result of any act or omission of the defendant:

(1)

(2)

cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence;
has been transferred or sold to, or depcsited with, a
third person;

has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the Court;
has been substantially diminished in value; or

has been commingled with other property which cannot

be subdivided without difficulty;

it is the intent of the United States, pursuant to Title 18,

United States Code, Section 982(b) and Title 21, United States

Code, Section 853(p), to seek forfeiture of any other property

of the defendant up to the value of the above-described

forfeitable property.

{(Title 18, United States Code, Sections 981 and 982

Title 21, United States Code, Section 853;
Title 28, United States Code, Section 2461.)

I
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United States Attorney
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